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Palm and Passion
While our Lord keeps his balance and copes with the tottering steps of a
donkey amidst the waving of palm branches and the spreading of cloaks along
the road, our Lenten pilgrimage has reached its final destination: the place is
Jerusalem. Way back in St Luke’s Gospel Jesus ‘set his face to go to Jerusalem’
and so we already knew where we were headed … but now we are here!
Stuff seems to happen whenever Jesus is in Jerusalem: as a baby he caused
quite a stir for two elderly holy people at the Temple, Simeon and Anna;
another time his earthly parents searched frantically for their lost boy only to
find him in the Temple, listening to the teachers there and asking questions;
and now after Jesus has sent two of his disciples to procure an unridden colt
(and the way they do this happens exactly as Jesus
says it will) he enters Jerusalem. The entrance is a
dramatic and noisy affair full of joyful shouting as
the disciples, quite the rabble, praise God ‘with a
loud voice’ and the people in the crowd spread
cloaks and join in with an admittedly unusual
‘royal’ procession. ‘Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord!’ Well, a king would
normally have an unridden animal but not, we
would guess, a young donkey. And a king is expected to be powerful and act
accordingly, but the deeds of power which Jesus carries out (and which the
disciples have seen) include miracles of healing and the casting out of
demons, and this king proclaims a very different kind of manifesto with an
unswerving commitment to the poor, liberation of the oppressed, and a
championing of the marginalised. A different sort of king but for now the
crowd are joining in and entering into the spirit of things; of course, we have
some dissenters but as Jesus makes clear: the time is now. Even if the
disciples were silent ‘the stones would shout out’.
So, the place is Jerusalem, and the time is Holy Week. Palm Sunday does not
exist in a vacuum - it is the beginning of something. We have to make a
conscious and deliberate decision to enter fully into Holy Week, to immerse
ourselves in all that happens. That Christians have sought to fully engage
with Christ in this way has long roots: accounts of Lent and Holy Week
activities and liturgies of one sort or another were experienced in Jerusalem
by a nun, Egeria, back in the 4th century and she recorded the details of this in
Egeria’s Travels. Identifying with Christ through such immersion is therefore
well established!

That said, it is all too easy, and perhaps understandable, to desire to skip to
the end…by this I mean let’s attend Palm Sunday and enjoy the party
atmosphere of palms and processions one weekend and return for the
cracking joyful Easter hymns and celebratory services and eatables the
following weekend. It is tempting to miss out all the other stuff. You know
what I mean: betrayal, torture, denial, public humiliation and a slow agonising
shameful death upon a cross. I use the word ‘tempting’ deliberately.
Remember the one who departed until an ‘opportune time’ (Lk 4.13)? That
one makes a reappearance to whisper in Jesus’s ear (and all our ears) that it
would be simpler if the cup was taken away and you do your own thing, not
God’s thing. The temptation to ignore the Passion is all too real and so on
Palm Sunday - not long after the Hosannas have finished ringing round the
building, you are confronted with the cross - the full story of Jesus’s Passion
is read aloud. Episcopalian priest Fleming
Rutledge describes this wonderfully, ‘Palm
Sunday is the Trojan horse of the Christian year’.
Whether you can attend services in Holy Week
or not (and whether that’s willingly or
otherwise!) today on Palm Sunday we are going
to be given a big chunk of scripture: it is how we
get from the triumphant entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem riding a donkey to a stone rolled away
on the day of resurrection via the cross.
Of course, we keep in mind balance. By this I mean focussing solely on the
cross without resurrection leaves us with a dead saviour and a dead saviour
cannot save; focussing solely on the resurrection is perhaps more palatable
but you can only experience resurrection if you have experienced death.
They come together. And so, on Palm Sunday, after the excitement of the
Liturgy of the Palms, the Liturgy of the Passion tells it like it is and yes, we are
going to hear it.
Jesus has accompanied us through Lent, helped us to look at ourselves
honestly, encouraged us to repentance through his compassion and mercy,
loved us into a holier state of being. Now it is our turn to draw closer to Jesus
through accompanying him in his last days, to keep vigil, to prayerfully walk
the via dolorosa and beyond. Yes, we do this every year but a lot happens in a
year so each year we are different and we are changed by events in our own
lives and events in the wider world: we may be robust, vulnerable, war-torn,
homeless, bereaved, separated, entwined, employed, unemployed, retired,
fulfilled, lonely, and so on; all this is a way of saying that we enter Holy Week
afresh. Let us not be afraid to ask God for the grace(s) we may need to engage

with this. Each year we meet Holy Week, and each year Jesus offers the
possibility for something different to emerge for each of us, for our world, as
we embrace Palm and Passion.
So, lift high your palm cross. Take your food for
the journey. During the Eucharistic prayer we
will sing or say at the end of the sanctus
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord’ (and we have done this since
approximately the 6th century!). Pope Benedict
XVI: ‘Just as the Lord entered the Holy City that
day on a donkey … the Church greets the Lord
in the Holy Eucharist as the one who … has
entered into her midst. As pilgrims, we go up to him, he comes to us and
takes us up with him in his ‘ascent’ to the Cross and Resurrection, to the
definitive Jerusalem.’ Let us go forth, one foot in front of the other.

Let us go Forth
Let us go forth, waving palms and praising Jesus our Messiah.
Let us go forth and see His anointing,
the scent of nard permeating the air.
Let us go forth and listen to Him speak of grains of wheat,
of death and life.
Let us go forth and wonder who will betray Him.
Let us go forth and have the dust washed off our feet.
Let us go forth and eat supper with Him:
broken bread and a shared cup of wine.
Let us go forth and try not to fall asleep in the garden.
Let us go forth and watch a beaten and bloody friend
carry His own cross along the road.
Let us go forth and stand at the foot of the cross and weep as He dies.
Let us go forth and see His body placed in a tomb, sealed with a rock.
Let us go forth, into the place of waiting and silence.
Let us go forth and rejoice
as we witness Mary Magdalene and Jesus talking in the garden.
Let us go forth, in Easter hope, in the joy of the resurrection,
and in the promise of eternal life.
Revd Ali Miller

Holy Week

Services marked with an * asterisk * will be live-streamed from St John's on Facebook
@StJohnsBSE and later posted onto our website www.northburychurches.org.uk

Palm Sunday 10th April
Book of Common Prayer Eucharist All Saints’ Bury and Culford – 8am
* Common Worship Eucharist with reading of the Passion Gospel *
All Saints’ Bury – 9.30am Fornham St Martin & Lackford – 10am St John’s Bury – 11am

Palm Sunday All Age Activities

(Please book with Val Gagen) St George’s Bury – 3pm
+ The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is available at any time, and particularly during Holy
Week. To make an arrangement, or for further information, please speak to one of the clergy.

Monday 11th April
Eucharist All Saints’ Bury – 9.30am
Holy Week storytelling and Children’s Activities All Saints’ Bury – 3pm
Compline Fornham All Saints – 7pm
th
Tuesday 12 April
Eucharist St George’s Bury – 9.30am
Compline Fornham St Martin – 7pm
Wednesday 13th April
* Eucharist * St John’s Bury – 9.30am
Compline Flempton – 7pm

Maundy Thursday 14th April
Chrism Eucharist St Edmundsbury Cathedral – 11am
A service at which the Bishop blesses the holy oils for use within the churches in the Diocese within the
coming year, and at which bishops, priests and deacons renew their ordination vows.

Eucharist with Commemoration of the Last Supper
All Saints’ Bury – 6.30pm

Lackford – 7pm

* Eucharist with Commemoration of the Last Supper and Procession
to Altar of Repose * followed by the watch until Midnight
St John’s Bury – 8pm

Good Friday 15th April
Stations of the Cross St John’s Bury – 9am
Matins Timworth – 9.30am

Churches Together Good Friday Walk of Witness
gathering at the Cathedral – 10.30am

* Liturgy of Good Friday * St John’s Bury – 2pm
Liturgy of Good Friday Culford – 2pm

Holy Saturday 16th April

Easter

Easter Garden Fornham St Martin – 10.30am

* Team Easter Eve Ceremonies *

St John’s Bury – 8pm

th

Easter Sunday 17 April

Book of Common Prayer Eucharist All Saints’ Bury – 8am Timworth – 9.30am
Common Worship Eucharist All Saints’ Bury & St George's Bury – 9.30am
Fornham All Saints' & St Mary’s West Stow – 10am
* Common Worship Eucharist * St John’s Bury – 11am

Easter Week
Monday 18th April Jesus appears to the women
* Common Worship Eucharist * St John’s Bury – 6pm
Tuesday 19th April Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene
Common Worship Eucharist Fornham St Martin – 10am
Meditation St John’s Bury – 6pm
th
Wednesday 20 April The Road to Emmaus
Common Worship Eucharist St John’s Bury – 9.30am
Thursday 21st April Jesus appears to the Apostles
Book of Common Prayer All Saints’ Bury – 9.30am
Friday 22nd April Jesus by the Sea of Tiberias
Common Worship Eucharist St John’s Bury – 7.30am
+ The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is available at any time, and particularly during Holy
Week. To make an arrangement, or for further information, please speak to one of the clergy.

The Mead Singers at St George's Passion Sunday 2022

St George’s hosted the Mead Singers last Sunday afternoon. It was a lovely
afternoon with splendid singing and Easter narration from David Honeyball,
which was really enjoyed by all. We followed up with delicious Hot Cross buns
and tea and coffee. Those who didn’t come missed a great occasion.
Maz Callaby
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FROM THE REGISTERS
Funerals and Memorial Services
16 February ........ Margaret Rose Drakard ................... WSC (All Saints Bury)
21 February ........ Mercia Margaret Rose Clarke ....................... WSC (St John)
22 February ........ Jillian Langley........................................................ WSC (St John)
23 February ........ Aubrey Plummer ............................................... All Saints Bury
9 March ................. Brenda May Drane ........................................... All Saints Bury
14 March .............. Winifred May Summers .............................. WSC (St George)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IN THE PINK

Andy Miller at St John's for Refreshment, or Mothering, Sunday
The rose vestments are part of Tom Ruffles' generous legacy to the church.
With thanks to Sara Harper for the photograph
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Don't forget to let Julie Hooton NBTLVB@outlook.com
and the 'Viral Bulletin' adrian.mann@btinternet.com
have details of forthcoming events at your church.

