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In this issue:
4th Sunday of Easter: Marianne Atkinson * Worship in church and online this week
Elm Tree Music at Timworth Church * From the Registers
St George's Annual Meeting on St George's Day * Climate Emergency Witness
Jubilee Cross Trail at All Saints' Bury * Quiz'n'Chips at Fornham St Martin
Book Sale at Fornham St Martin * Bingo Night at St George's
Churches Together Share and Study Groups * Wind in the Willows at Theatre Royal

Good Shepherd Sunday
IN EASTERTIDE, one Sunday has traditionally been called ‘Good Shepherd
Sunday’. In our present lectionary it’s this Sunday, as shown in the Gospel
and the post-communion prayer.
Sheep and shepherding are still common in our landscape, as they were in
Jesus’ homeland, though hardly any of the varieties of sheep known here
resemble the Palestinian ones, so similar to goats. (In fact, the first
instructions for the Jewish Passover say the perfect young animal for sacrifice
could be either sheep or goat.)
Jesus’ illustration of himself as Good Shepherd uses the expected knowledge a
shepherd would have of his flock, and the fact that they all know him and his
voice. In those days, a shepherd would go ahead of his flock, they dutifully
following. Customarily here the shepherd brings up the rear, helped by a
dog. It is still true that a good shepherd knows his sheep: some years ago in
the north of England a farmer and his experienced shepherd were at a large
livestock market, looking at the various animals brought. The shepherd
suddenly exclaimed: ‘Those two are ours!’ He knew them by their faces;
apparently they had been stolen some time before. (I don’t know whether
they evinced pleasure at reunion.)
Even in countries that do not have sheep, there is an understanding of Jesus’
description. Many livelihoods depend on the care of livestock, and it is worth
caring well. When the profit motive overrides natural caring, with resultant
cruelty, those responsible debase humanity. The animals need advocates to
speak for them, as do all vulnerable living beings, including disadvantaged,
dispossessed and alienated people. Our Lord spoke to the poor, who gladly
listened; indeed God is said to have a bias to the poor. The Good Shepherd
will search out the lost, will carry the lambs and ‘gently lead those that are
with young’ (Isa.40 v11).
At this time of year there is much birth-giving, and although usually
succeeding, it is a time of considerable risk. It is also a precious time of
wonder, at the transition of life.
Evelyn Underhill wrote:
‘ ........On every nest
Where feathery Patience is content to brood
And leaves her pleasure for the high emprize
Of motherhood ______
There doth my Godhead rest. ‘

And we remember too where also the Godhead rested, in the unique and
wonderful Incarnation within Mary, Mother of the Lord. May is traditionally
her month (perhaps reflected in May Queen customs), and another poet looks
for a reason:
verses from

The May Magnificat by Gerard Manley Hopkins
May is Mary’s month, and I
Muse at that and wonder why:
Her feasts follow reason
Dated due to season –
Candlemas, Lady Day;
But the Lady Month, May,
Why fasten that upon her,
With a feasting in her honour?
Ask of her, the mighty mother,
Her reply puts this other
Question: What is Spring?Growth in everythingAll things rising, all things sizing
Mary sees, sympathising
With that world of good,
Nature’s motherhood.
Their magnifying of each its kind
With delight calls to mind
How she did in her stored
Magnify the Lord.
Well, but there was more than this:
Spring’s universal bliss
Much, had much to say
To offering Mary May.

Mary’s baby was born into his new life, and some of the first to hear of it were
shepherds, we’re told. Shepherds assist at countless births, enabling that new
life and change of life-support.
But what we also need to grasp is that the Good Shepherd will still be there to
safeguard that next transition ahead for us all, when our time on earth is
done. Easter gives us renewed assurance of this, and joy.

Marianne Atkinson
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SERVICES WEEK BEGINNING 8 MAY

4th Sunday of Easter 8 May
8.00am
8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
10.00am
10.00am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Culford
Holy Communion (BCP)
All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
Parish Communion (CW)
All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
Parish Communion (CW)
St George's, Bury St Edmunds
Eucharist (CW)
Fornham St Martin
Eucharist (CW)
Lackford
Parish Eucharist (CW)
St John's, Bury St Edmunds
Zoom Service
Please email clairerose1953@gmail.com to receive the link.
Benefice Evensong

Fornham All Saints

Tuesday 10 May
8.30am
Morning Prayer (CW)
6.00pm
A Quiet Space: Meditation

St George's, Bury St Edmunds
St John's, Bury St Edmunds

Wednesday 11 May
8.30am
Morning Prayer (CW)
9.30am
Eucharist (CW)
5.00pm
Evening Prayer (CW)

St John's, Bury St Edmunds
St John's, Bury St Edmunds
St George's, Bury St Edmunds

Thursday 12 May
9.30am
Eucharist (CW)

All Saints', Bury St Edmunds

Friday 13 May
7.30am
Eucharist (CW)

St John's, Bury St Edmunds

Saturday 14 May Matthias the Apostle
5th Sunday of Easter 15 May
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am
Parish Communion (CW)
9.30am
Matins (BCP)
10.00am
Eucharist (CW)
10.00am
worship@weststow
10.30am
worship@allsaints
11.00am
Parish Eucharist (CW)

Lackford
All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
St George's, Bury St Edmunds
Timworth
Fornham All Saints
West Stow
All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
St John's, Bury St Edmunds

LIVE-STREAMED WORSHIP
The Parish Eucharist is usually live-streamed from St John's on Sundays at 11am on
Facebook @StJohnsBSE and is later posted onto our website www.northburychurches.org.uk

CHURCH on ZOOM
Our Zoom Service is at 11am on the second Sunday of each month. All are welcome.
Please email clairerose1953@gmail.com to receive the link.

ELM TREE MUSIC PRESENTS

BACH & SCHUMANN
IN ITALY
AT TIMWORTH CHURCH
ON SATURDAY 14th MAY 2022
STARTING AT 7.30 PM

TICKETS £10
Includes:
• Glass of Wine or Juice
• Cheese & Biscuits

ALL PROCEEDS TO
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
TIMWORTH

Tickets Available From
Carol Allard
01284 752781

Alison Pettitt
01284 728379

FROM THE REGISTERS
Holy Baptism
17 April ............... Lina Im ...................................................... St John the Evangelist
Weddings and Wedding Blessings
4 April ................. Tamsyn Cook and Gregory Day ................................ Hengrave
8 April ................. Anna Gillies and Lee Sweetlove ............................. West Stow
Funerals and Memorial Services
23 February ..... Joan Stevenson ............................................. Fornham St Martin

St George's APCM is always held on
the nearest Saturday to St George'sDay
with a service first to celebrate
St George, then the APCM meeting ...

... is followed by
the fabulous fish and chip lunch
enjoyed by everyone.

Photos: thanks to Val Gagen
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CLIMATE EMERGENCY WITNESS on Angel Hill
Bury Quakers gather each first Saturday in the month at 11.30am for 30 minutes on
Angel Hill in Bury to bear silent witness: to the pain and harm caused by climate
change; to the suffering of people around the world who are living with the
impacts of climate change known as 'loss and damage'; to the need for an
international fund to bring about climate justice; to the necessity of working to
minimise further damage for future generations; to acknowledge our privileged
position and recognise our own contribution in damaging creation, and to provide
a local witness to global inequality. We believe that our deep silence enables us to
reflect on the grief, fear and hope which urge us to action.
Over the past six months, we have been joined by people many other people,
including members of a variety of wildlife and environmental groups.
You will all be very welcome join us for as short or long a time as you wish.
This is an opportunity to join in spirit with similar events calling for climate justice
which are held by multi-faith groups around the country .
Elaine Green, on behalf of Bury Quakers

Jubilee Cross Trail at All Saints' Bury

Claire Rose writes: Here is Andy telling a Godly Play story at the Children's
Activity Afternoon we had just before Easter. We were delighted to have 20
children with assorted adults. Most of the children and some adults drew round
their hands to decorate our cross, which is now in our front garden. That is the
other photo. The cross is part of the Churches Together Jubilee Cross Trail. The
idea is that the cross will be on display as part of a trail round the churches, then
we will take it to the Abbey Gardens Celebration on the 26th June.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fornham St Martin's
Quiz'n'Chips (with fish)
raised £250

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Don't forget to let Julie Hooton NBTLVB@outlook.com

and the 'Viral Bulletin' adrian.mann@btinternet.com
have details of events forthcoming
and events which have happened at your church.

BOOK SALE
COFFEE
& CAKES
FORNHAM ST MARTIN
CHURCH
SATURDAY
14th May 2022
10am - 3pm
All Welcome!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It was EYES DOWN ..............................

.............. at
St George's
Bingo Night

PLEASE COME TO
the Share and Study Groups in May:

Wednesday 4th May
Encounters with God (OT)
Speaker: Major Paula Ashman
(Salvation Army)

Wednesday 11th May
Encounters with God (NT)
Speaker: Rev. Andy Williams
(St. Peter’s Church)

Wednesday 25th May
Encounters with God (Gospels)
Speaker: Fr. David Bagstaff
(St. Edmund’s Church)

All meetings start at 7.30, and will finish at about 8.30. followed by
refreshments.
All meetings are at Whepstead Baptist Church,
Rectory Road, Whepstead, Suffollk. IP29 4TB.

Further details email: corbell.hm@gmail.com or tel. or text: 07730 221121.

