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3rd Sunday before Advent 

Remembrance Sunday 
 

Job 19.23-27a   Psalm 17.1-9    2 Thessalonians 1-5,13-end   Luke 20.27-38 
 

There have been countless conflicts between nations leading to wars and 

fighting.  We know that even now there is suffering caused by conflicts going 

on in a number of places around the world. Some of this truly terrible when 

we see what is happening in the Sudan, in Ukraine and in what we call the 

Holy Land.  Today’s instant forms of communication allow us to be far more 

aware of the horrors of warfare than were previous generations.   
 

And yet here we are once again keeping Remembrance Sunday.  This 

custom began after the terrible destruction of human life during World War 

One.  This was when our modern industrial forms of warfare really started 

to get going.  New and efficient methods of destroying human life were 

developed in the 20th century.   
 

Because of the magnitude of human suffering and loss, war memorials began 

to be set up between the two world wars in a way that had not been done 

previously.  Remembrance ceremonies and the wearing of poppies were 

introduced to give a form of ritual to the act of Remembrance for those 

who were killed or wounded or for those mourning their dead loved ones. 

And we still wear our poppies today.  The funds raised by the sale of red 

poppies supports the work of the Royal British Legion.  
 

 



This year I’ve noticed that some people wear a white Poppy.  Buying a white 

poppy helps to support the work of the Peace Pledge Union.  This 

organization works to promote peace while remembering all victims of war, 

both combatants and civilians of all nationalities.  
 

And some people like to wear red and white poppies together.  Perhaps this 

should remind us that above all, whatever poppy we wear, we need to 

remember that Remembrance does not glorify war.  Both red and white 

poppies in their particular ways are symbols of remembrance and hope for a 

peaceful future. 
 

Our readings on this Remembrance Sunday encourage us to try to reflect 

on the dreadful suffering caused by war.  The reading from Job reminds us 

that even in the midst of suffering, there is still hope as Job says, ‘I know that 

my Redeemer lives’.  A Redeemer is someone who acts as a vindicator or a 

defender of someone, and for Christians, Jesus is our Redeemer.  The 

Psalmist too seeks the protection of God.   
 

Then our reading from 2 Thessalonians gives encouragement to the 

members of the church in Thessalonica to stand firm and be steadfast and 

not to waver from the teaching that has been given to them.  
 

Our reading from Luke’s gospel has Jesus speaking about God being the 

God of the living, not of the dead. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses were 

perceived as dead, having lived centuries before Luke’s gospel was put 

together.  But Jesus says that for God, they are alive. This gives us hope that 

death is not the end, and we know this even more because of the 

resurrection of Jesus.  
 

On Remembrance Sunday we call to mind all victims, military and civilian,  

all those killed or permanently mentally or physically damaged by conflict.  

And we remember that in today’s world it is said that over 90 per cent  

of those killed in warfare are civilians, particularly women and children.   

That’s why as Christians we need to pray and work for that day when war 

shall be no more. May we all play our part in helping to bring about  

God’s Kingdom values of justice and peace to all the earth. and that Jesus 

Christ the Prince of Peace may bring healing to our troubled world.  

Julia Mann 



Lark Valley and North Bury Churches ~ Kingdom Season 

SERVICES WEEK BEGINNING 9 NOVEMBER 
SUNDAY 9 November  3rd Sunday before Advent    

Remembrance Sunday 
  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) *                                                           Culford 

  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) *                              All Saints', Bury St Edmunds 

  9.30am  Holy Communion (CW) *                      St George’s, Bury St Edmunds 

  9.30am  Holy Communion (CW) *                              All Saints’, Bury St Edmunds 

10.00am Eucharist (CW) *                                                Lackford 

10.15am Service of the Word *                                   Fornham St Martin 

10.50am  Sung Eucharist (CW) *                                     St John's, Bury St Edmunds   

10.55am Act of Remembrance                                                              Flempton 

10.55am Act of Remembrance                                                   Fornham All Saints 

10.55am Act of Remembrance                                                                   Culford 
 

  * with Act of Remembrance 
 

Monday   10  November   Leo the Great. bishop, teacher of the faith, 461 
 

Tuesday   11  November   Martin, bishop, c397 

  6.00pm Quiet Space                                          St John's Bury St Edmunds 
 

Wednesday   12 November   

  8.30am Morning Prayer (CW)                                      St John’s, Bury St Edmunds 

  9.30am Eucharist (CW)                                               St John’s, Bury St Edmunds 

  5.00pm Evening Prayer (CW)                                  St George’s, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Thursday   13 November   Charles Simeon, priest, evangelical divine, 1836 

  9.30am Holy Communion (CW)                                All Saints’, Bury St Edmunds 

  6.00pm Adoration and Benediction                          St John’s, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Friday   14 November   Samuel Seabury, bishop, 1796 

  5.15pm Evening Prayer (CW)                                       St John’s, Bury St Edmunds 

  6.00pm Eucharist (CW)                                           St John’s, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Saturday   15 November    
 

SUNDAY  16 November   2nd Sunday before Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)                                 All Saints', Bury St Edmunds 
  9.30am  Holy Communion (CW)  Thanksgiving Sunday                       

St George’s, Bury St Edmunds  

  9.30am Matins (BCP)                                                                      Timworth 

10.00am Said Eucharist (CW)                                                               West Stow  

10.00am Eucharist                                                                 Fornham All Saints  

10.30am  All Age Worship                                            All Saints’, Bury St Edmunds  

11.00am  Sung Eucharist (CW)  Thanksgiving Sunday         St John's, Bury St Edmunds 

 

 



Churches Together exchange visits 

 
 

Here is Ali with Sally McDermott, who brought greetings to St John's from 

the Vineyard Church on All Saints' Sunday as part of the exchange visits 

arranged by Churches Together in Bury St Edmunds and District.   

Ali said afterwards: "Sally rather wonderfully joined the choir as an alto, 

singing all the hymns and the Mass setting with gusto!" 

Margaret Steavenson will make our return visit later this month. 



 



  



 
 

 



 



Wonder Club                     Ali Miller 

                
 

Wonder Club had an All Saints theme and we heard a parable about the 

Kingdom featuring a woman, leaven, and bread! Lots of wondering including 

the thought that once the leaven is added, it cannot help but spread and grow.  

Food for thought when considering such in the lives of the Saints. 
 

          
 

Activities included the very popular All Saints pick’n’mix featuring St Lucy’s 

chocolate eyeballs and St Lawrence’s pretzel griddle!  Plus, we had a match 

the Saint with a church, based on those in our Team. 

There was cake and many sweets. 
 

 
 

Next session: 14th December, 3pm (please note not the first Sunday of the 

month), which will feature Christingles. 



     
 

 



   



 
 

St John's, Bury St Edmunds is presenting a lecture on M. R. James, the 

influential early twentieth century writer of ghost stories, at 6pm on Friday 

12 December.   
 

Francis Young will discuss the interplay between James's commitment to the 

Christian faith, his distinguished academic and antiquarian career, and his 

original and striking literary contribution. 
 

Francis Young is a historian and folklorist who was born and brought up 

in Bury St Edmunds.  He is the author of over 20 nonfiction books including 

Twilight of the Godlings and Silence of the Gods, as well as a couple of 

collections of ghost stories.  He lives in Peterborough and is a lay canon of 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral, a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, and an 

editor for Cambridge University Press, as well as a Reader in the Church of 

England. 
 

      M. R. James (1862-1936) also had strong  

      connections with Bury St Edmunds and the  

      surrounding area.  From 1865 to 1909 his family 

      home was the Rectory in Great Livermere, and 

      Suffolk was the setting for several of his stories.   
       

      He was educated at Eton and Cambridge and in 

      a distinguished career went on to become the 

      Director of the Fitzwilliam Museum, Provost of 

      King's College, Cambridge and of Eton College, 

and Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge University.  He was admitted to the 

Order of Merit in 1930. 
 

James's considerable body of medievalist scholarly work, which is still highly 

regarded, included the discovery in 1903 of the previously lost burial places 

of the abbots of Bury St Edmunds Abbey. 
 

Francis Young 

Terrors made flesh: 

M. R. James and the theology  

of the Christmas ghost story 
 

 



Nevertheless, James is most well-known for his ghost stories, which were 

published in a series of collections, and often took the form of Christmas 

entertainments.   
 

These stories avoided the gothic excess which had hitherto prevailed.        

He said: "Two ingredients most valuable in the concocting of a ghost story 

are, to me, the atmosphere and the nicely managed crescendo. ... Let us, 

then,  be introduced to the actors in a placid way; let us see them going 

about their ordinary business, undisturbed by forebodings, pleased with 

their surroundings; and into this calm environment let the ominous thing  

put out its head, unobtrusively at first, and then more insistently, until it 

holds the stage." 
 

James has many admirers and influenced many other authors, including 

Stephen King, who discusses him in his 1981 non-fiction book Danse 

Macabre. 
 

"There are some authors one wished one had never read in order to have 

the joy of reading them for the first time. For me, M. R. James is one of 

these."   Ruth Rendell 
 

"The strength of M. R. James' writing has come to be the benchmark by which 

all modern ghost stories are judged."   James Morton-Haworth 
 

"... the foremost writer of the genre, still arguably unsurpassed." 

Adam Scovell 

 

Friday 12 December 2025 at 6pm 

Admission £10 + 10% booking fee 
 

Tickets from We Got Tickets at 

https://wegottickets.com/event/677163 
 

or contact 
  

Adrian Mann on 01284 753984 or at 

adrian.mann@btinternet.com 
 

For further information please contact: 

The Revd Ali Miller on 01284 728714 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://wegottickets.com/event/677163


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Contacts                             
Revd Dr Andy Miller .... 01284 728714      teamrectorlvnb@btinternet.com    

Revd Ali Miller ............... 01284 728714      teamvicarlvnb@btinternet.com 

Team Office ..................... 01284 700400      NBTLVB@outlook.com    

We also have assistance from priests within  

the benefice who have permission to officiate. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please don't forget ...   
to let Julie Hooton   NBTLVB@outlook.com    

and the 'Viral Bulletin'   adrian.mann@btinternet.com    

have news and details of events which have happened  

as well as events which are coming up at your church. 

And your photographs are always welcome, especially those suitable for  

the Caption Competition, which can have a high value on the art market. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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