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Empty

Luke 24:1-12

What do you think I wonder when you hear the word empty? Is it a good
word, one that you find hearty, full of life and hope, joy and goodness? Or is it
something else? Is it a bad word so to speak - a word that you associate more
with bleakness and disappointment, with sorrow and despair? Well, if we
think of how the word empty is used in our everyday lives most often, then I
think that it is quite clear that it is this second way of seeing it that is most
common.
Who for example wants to find themselves empty-handed? Who more than
this would wish to be described as empty-headed? Equally nobody would
want to find themselves running on empty, as such a physical state surely
means a trip to the doctor is on the cards. And if our fridges and cupboards
are empty at the same time as our stomachs, then we can fully understand the
crushing disappointment of Old Mother Hubbard’s dog who found itself in the
same boat, hoping for a juicy bone, but instead finding that the old lady's
promises about such a treat were as empty as her kitchen stores.
No, empty is clearly a bad word. Bad when used of our bank accounts or our
petrol tanks, bad when used of our feelings, or our words and bad especially
perhaps if it can be said of our lives.
Yet at the very heart of our Christian faith, at the very centre of Easter, the
greatest and most wonderful of the Christian festivals, is the incident
described within the passage from St Luke’s Gospel offered for Easter Day.
The incident that is the discovery of a tomb expected to be occupied, but
instead found to be empty.
But, before this cave is found to be
without a deceased occupant, emptiness
is indeed already the order of the day for
those people that we first meet in these
words from St Luke. And yes, their
emptiness fits very much with this bad
use of the word, described earlier. Given
all that has been seen and heard over
the last Holy Week involving Jesus and his journey to the cold stone tomb that
they were heading for that day, we can imagine the mood of the women who
had dutifully prepared spices and ointments, as they made their way on this

morning on the first day of the week to that cave where they expected to find
a body. Distress, sadness, despair, hopelessness. In a word, they were empty.
Yes, they can do this one thing for Jesus. They can anoint his body. They can
combat the smell of death as it begins to seep from his now empty physical
human frame. But they, no doubt, see this as little more than an empty
gesture. For it will never bring Jesus back. It will never fill the hole that was
made in their lives when he was taken from them and placed into this empty
hole carved out of the rock. And it will never bring back the hope that they
had that he was truly the Messiah, the one to save.
But it is of course, as we know, only the tomb that they approach that day that
is empty. In fact, it is in so many ways the only thing that will ever really be
empty again. And this because of what this emptiness means and represents,
what this emptiness reveals about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
“Why do you look for the living among
the dead? He is not here, but has risen”.
The dazzling presence of the two men
found by the women at this empty cave,
taking that emptiness in their hearts
and in so few words filling them to the
brim with happiness and joy. The so
few words that make their hearts full to
bursting with wonder and praise at this
news that Jesus has burst from the tomb and has risen. This news that comes
rushing back to them as they remember how Jesus filled their ears with this
wonderful truth all the time that he was with them. The truth that he was and
is and always will be the Son of Man, the Messiah, the Saviour of the world.
And this is news that fills these women so full that they are just bursting to
spread what they have been told, of what they know to others. Yet their
words fall at first on deaf ears, their words are thought to be empty, an idle
tale and ones then not to be believed. The apostles perhaps with hearts so
empty now as Jesus is gone, are unable to believe the full wonder of what is
being told to them.
But this is true for all except Peter, who hollowed out perhaps by his previous
failures as our Lord went to his death, is led by the women’s words to be full
of hope. Hope that leads him to go and seek out and find the tomb empty
himself – empty of all but the linen cloths. An emptiness that sees him
“amazed at what has happened”.

Amazed because he too knows what this empty tomb means. That it means
that his life will no longer be empty, but full. Full to the brim thanks to all
those things that Jesus had promised before his death. That death would be
defeated, that a future in heaven would be won for all. That life in all its
fullness would become a reality because of the love of God.
And this emptiness of course didn’t just mean fullness of life for those at that
first Easter. For when Christ left that tomb empty, he did so not just for those
people that were there at that
time and in that place – for the
women, Peter and all the rest –
no, he did so for all people. For
all people who have been and
gone, for all people from then
on, for all those who are here
and now and for all those who
will ever be. The human race
fully and totally made full
thanks to the empty tomb. An
empty tomb that remains at the centre of the Christian faith because it still
means that all who are empty, desperate, sad, distressed, or feeling hopeless,
can find their lives filled by the news of that empty tomb and a risen Christ.
A Christ who indeed is not to be found amongst the dead but instead is with
the living. And it is those of us living in our world today who can make Jesus
and his love fill that world. It is those who know of the risen Jesus Christ
today who, like the women at that first Easter can fill the ears and eyes of
those around us with the wonderful truth that the tomb was empty. Our
world can be full of the love, joy and peace of Jesus – full for all people and for
all time, thanks not least to those who are full of Jesus in their hearts and
living life in all its fullness and being true to what that means. People who,
just like the women, cannot help but burst out with what the truth of the
empty tomb means to others. A risen Messiah and Lord. That God loves the
world and all that dwells in it.
At Easter then empty is something that is so very different to how it may be at
other times. For empty at Easter is as it was for Peter, the most amazing of
words. Amazing because of the empty tomb that he and the women found
and that is at the centre of the Christian faith. Amazing because Jesus has
burst free to leave that tomb empty. And amazing because it means that
nothing will ever be empty again. For each and every person will have life in
all its fullness thanks to the one that left that tomb empty. Amen.
Andy Miller
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Easter Week

Services marked with an * asterisk * will be live-streamed from St John's on Facebook
@StJohnsBSE and later posted onto our website www.northburychurches.org.uk

Holy Saturday 16th April
Easter Garden Fornham St Martin – 10.30am
* Team Easter Eve Ceremonies * St John’s Bury – 8pm
th

Easter Sunday 17 April

Book of Common Prayer Eucharist All Saints’ Bury – 8am
Timworth – 9.30am

Common Worship Eucharist All Saints’ Bury – 9.30am
St George's Bury – 9.30am
Fornham All Saints – 10am
St Mary’s West Stow – 10am

* Common Worship Eucharist * St John’s Bury – 11am

Monday 18th April Jesus appears to the women
* Common Worship Eucharist * St John’s Bury – 6pm

Tuesday 19th April Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene

Common Worship Eucharist Fornham St Martin – 10am
Meditation St John’s Bury – 6pm

Wednesday 20th April The Road to Emmaus
Common Worship Eucharist St John’s Bury – 9.30am

Thursday 21st April Jesus appears to the Apostles

Book of Common Prayer All Saints’ Bury – 9.30am

Friday 22nd April Jesus by the Sea of Tiberias
Common Worship Eucharist St John’s Bury – 7.30am

Second Sunday of Easter 24th April

Book of Common Prayer Eucharist All Saints’ Bury – 8am
Flempton – 9.30am
Common Worship Eucharist All Saints’ Bury – 9.30am
St George's Bury – 9.30am
Fornham St Martin – 10am
Culford – 10am
* Common Worship Eucharist * St John’s Bury – 11am

RESURRECTION
We cannot know what happened in the tomb.
But see! ... Death cannot hold our source of life,
and with his rising, hope blooms into birth;
there is a future after pains of earth!
And somehow, through the death of this God/Man
we are bleached clean as Easter light.
Holding a promise out through time to you and me,
this is the mystery that sets us free.
Lord who forgave me on the Cross … may I,
leaving my old life buried in your grave,
live to a new and promised holiness.
Empowered by your hope, drawn by your light,
make me shine bright with Truth for others’ lives.
Lord, let your Resurrection fire my soul.
Iain McKillop

Resurrection altarpiece by Iain McKillop at St John's

The war in Ukraine
and the drive to get off fossil fuels
by A Rocha UK’s Executive Assistant and Researcher, Hannah Eves

February saw the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) release its
most sobering report to date amidst the horror and chaos of Russia invading
Ukraine, their peaceful, democratic neighbour.
The IPCC’s report revealed that both the planet and people “are getting
clobbered by climate change”. António Guterres, Secretary-General to the UN
also described the report as “an atlas of human suffering” and condemned the
“criminal” abdication of leadership, leading to the “arson of our only home”.
This, as well as the stranglehold Russia has on the supply of oil and gas to much
of Europe, has highlighted the importance and urgency of phasing out fossil fuels
and investing in renewable energy. Unfortunately, the war in Ukraine is being
used by those opposed to green energy as an opportunity to advocate for more
oil and gas, even fracking in the UK. This could be catastrophic if it further delays
adequate government action on, and investment in, a wholescale shift to
renewables.
The report showed that climate change is accelerating faster than ever. The most
climate vulnerable nations face severe consequences in terms of acute food
insecurity and reduced water security through extreme heat, flooding, drought,
wildfire and sea level rise.
An estimated 40% of the world’s population are now “highly vulnerable” to
climate and the degradation and destruction of ecosystems has increased that
vulnerability, and impacted the capacity of ecosystems and societies to adapt to
climate change. Tragically, we now know that many of the impacts of climate
change are already irreversible. This is what happens when leaders respond to
the climate emergency with delay and inaction.

Now is not the time to abandon hope or to despair
The report also shows that there is still a brief window to take action to keep
temperatures under 1.5°C. As climate scientist Katharine Hayhoe said, “Hope is
not the guarantee of a better future: it’s the knowledge that our actions matter.
And today, they matter more than ever”. We can still adapt our societies,
economies and way of life to be more resilient to this threat if the UK
government accelerates investment in renewable energy, and increases the
energy efficiency of homes by swapping gas for heat pumps, thereby combating
climate change, cutting energy bills and reducing dependence on gas, wherever it
comes from.
We are living through unprecedented times. We need the sort of leadership
which looks to a vision of the future in which the needs of the most vulnerable in
our society are put at the centre of how we plan. A leadership that works in
partnership with nature to harness the
huge capacity of wind, solar and hydro
power. There is so much to be gained
when we dare to imagine a better and
more just future for people and the
planet, and people of faith can have a
crucial role to play in advocating for
this vision.
The report concluded: "The cumulative
scientific evidence is unequivocal:
Climate change is a threat to human
well-being and planetary health. Any
further delay in concerted anticipatory
global action on adaptation and
mitigation will miss a brief and rapidly
closing window of opportunity to secure a liveable and sustainable future for all."
It’s important to remember that the IPCC is an intergovernmental group of
delegates who commission scientists to write these reports, meaning that
governments from across the world, including the UK, have signed off on this
wording. It’s time to hold them accountable, and we believe that the church has
a key role to play in this.
That’s why A Rocha UK recently co-sponsored a letter to PM Boris Johnson and
Chancellor Rishi Sunak, challenging them to show leadership in the approach to
the recent Spring statement and Energy Independence Plan by phasing out fossil
fuels and supporting those most heavily impacted by the energy crisis.

Kneeler News
After half term in February, a new group of children arrived to help with
the sewing project at St John’s.
Five boys have been chosen to come to sew each Tuesday. These
children have to earn the privilege of coming to sew by showing good
behaviour at school.
Those who have come have been astonished at the size and beauty of the
church and have enjoyed having a ‘guided tour’ when explanations
helped them to understand things they’d never seen before. The delights
of things kept in the vestry such as the vestments particularly interested
them, especially the fragrance of the incense.
The attention span of the boys is fairly short so their time with us has
been adjusted accordingly. We have a table set with quiet activities such
as colouring, Lego and cards which they do with an adult. They do their
sewing but then have a time of ‘help the church’ where they do practical
tasks. Before Lent began, they helped to change the altar frontals to
purple. They were meticulous in getting things right. They have cleaned
candle sticks and thuribles with Brasso and polished them until they
gleamed, having a competition to see who could make the best shine! As
with all good workmen, drinking mugs of tea and devouring numerous
biscuits also comes high on the morning’s agenda!
When they return after the Easter holiday there will be an egg hunt set
out for them in church and celebration Easter cake to eat.
The boys are a pleasure to be with. We may not get as much sewing done
but the connections made with these children are huge.
Valerie Wilde
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Don't forget to let Julie Hooton NBTLVB@outlook.com
and the 'Viral Bulletin' adrian.mann@btinternet.com
have details of forthcoming events at your church.

