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| 4th Sunday after Trinity

Ezekiel 33.7-11 Psalm |19.33-40 Romans 13.8-end Matthew 18.15-20

Festival of Creation in Christ

Once again, we are keeping the Season of Creation which began on |
September and ends on the feast of St Francis of Assisi on 4 October.
Sunday 6 September is the first Sunday in this season and is to be known as
Creation in Christ focussing particularly on the Creation and the part that
we have in caring for it. We are all ministers in Christ and stewards of
God’s Creation (not just the folk who are ordained!) and so we all are called
to have a care and concern for his Creation — of which we are a part.

We have all experienced the recent heatwaves and drought and some have
found this very difficult. We’ve heard about wildfires, including the one on
Dunwich Heath here in Suffolk and now of terrifying flooding in Tibet and
Nepal. We've heard too the concerns of farmers about disappointing
harvests and their worries about the welfare of their livestock. Perhaps
because of these events, we are much more aware of the increasing fragility
of God’s Creation than we were before.

In the Season of Creation Guide for this year Sarah Mullally, our Archbishop
of Canterbury, tells us that:

In the Season of Creation, we turn again to Christ, through whom all things
were made and in whom all things hold together. In his incarnation, death, and
resurrection, God’s love is revealed not only for humanity but for the whole created
order. To care for creation is therefore an essential expression of Christian
discipleship and an integral mark of the Church’s mission: to strive to safeguard
the integrity of creation, and to sustain and renew the life of the earth. As we
follow Christ, we are called to share in his reconciling work, seeking justice,
healing, and hope for the earth and for all who dwell within it.

This Season of Creation Guide also reminds us that:

The Christian family unites for this worldwide celebration of prayer and
action to protect our common home. It is a special season where we celebrate
God as Creator, and acknowledge Creation as the divine continuing act that



summons us as collaborators to love and care for the gift of all that is created. As
followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a common call to care for
Creation. We are co-creatures and part of all that God has made. Our well-being
is interwoven with the well-being of the Earth.

Furthermore, this is an ecumenical Season and is kept by not only by
Anglicans, but also by others including the Roman Catholic, Orthodox,
Lutheran, Reformed and Pentecostal churches.

In view of the current concerns regarding drought and unusual weather
conditions, it seems appropriate that the theme for this year’s Season of
Creation is Living Water, drawing from Ezekiel 47.9,12. This tells of water
flowing from the Temple :

Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there
will be very many fish, once these waters reach there. It will become fresh; and
everything will live where the river goes. On the banks, on both sides of the river,
there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit
fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water from them flows
from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing. (NRSV)

In our OIld Testament reading for this Sunday, we find Ezekiel acting as a
sentinel. He is warning his people that they need to change their ways and
return to God who longs for them to turn from their evil ways. Ezekiel as a
prophet knew what it was to suffer for speaking the truth. We might like to
call to mind the times when we have been wasteful or misused Creation for
our own ends. How might we change our ways! We might also like to
remember those who are climate change sceptics, particularly those with
the power and authority to make changes, but who lack the will to do so.

Then our reading from Romans reminds us of how a Christian community
should live. This letter tells us to love one another. In our reading, it looks
as if Paul is having to sort out what was happening in that particular church.
He doesn’t quote all of the Ten Commandments, just some of them and
then he says that all the commandments are summed up in the phrase Love
your neighbour as yourself. This comes from Leviticus 19.18 and is quoted by
Jesus when he tells us to love God and to love your neighbour as yourself
(Matthew 22.37-40). We call this the Lord’s summing up of the Law.



In our reading from Matthew’s gospel we find advice on what to do if one
church member treats another badly. The first piece of advice is actually
quite useful and indeed is good practice in any community. Before you take
any action, you have a quiet word, just the two of you. Then if things get a
bit more serious further steps are taken.

Finally, if the situation cannot be resolved the person who has done wrong
is to be treated as a Gentile or a tax collector, the inference being that they
are to be cold shouldered and maybe expelled from the church community.
This seems a bit strange because elsewhere in the gospels Gentiles (that is,
those who are not Jewish) and tax collectors are far more receptive to Jesus
than the members of the religious establishment of his day.

The reading from Matthew’s gospel does not tell us what the problem was
that led to this development of church discipline over its members, but its
aim is probably to limit the damage to the unity of the church. When there
is dissension in church communities a contributing factor may well be that
we have forgotten to love our neighbour as ourselves. But this is not an
always easy thing to do. It may involve taking forgiveness seriously — and
that’s not easy either.

Jesus tells us, Love God, love your neighbour as yourself. Paul tells us that
instead of quarrelling and jealousy we should put on the Lord Jesus Christ — it’s
as if Jesus is being likened to a garment that we put on daily when we get
dressed. Perhaps this is something for us to remember as we start each
new day. The Psalm for today asks that we are given understanding to live
in God’s ways. God loves his Creation and so we should love his Creation
too and do our best to take care of it as part of loving God and loving our
neighbour.

Each day is a new Creation — and we are part of God’s new Creation,
Creation in Christ. May God give us all the grace and strength to nurture
and support one another and to care for God’s created world which is
home for all of us.

Julia Mann




Lark Valley and North Bury Churches
SERVICES WEEK BEGINNING 6 SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY 6 September [4th Sunday after Trinity
Festival of Creation in Christ

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
9.30am  Holy Communion (CW) St George’s, Bury St Edmunds
9.30am  Holy Communion (CW) All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
9.30am  Holy Communion (BCP) Timworth
10.00am  All Age Worship Fornham All Saints
10.00am  Eucharist (CW) West Stow
[1.00am  Sung Eucharist (CW) St John's, Bury St Edmunds
3.00pm Wonder Club Lackford

Monday 7 September
Tuesday 8 September Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary Accession of King Charles Ill, 2022

10.00am  Eucharist (CWV) Fornham St Martin
6.00pm A Quiet Space St John’s, Bury St Edmunds
Wednesday 9 September Charles Fuge Lowder, priest, 1880
8.30am  Morning Prayer (CW) St John’s, Bury St Edmunds
9.30am  Eucharist (CW) St John’s, Bury St Edmunds
5.00pm  Evening Prayer (CW) St George’s, Bury St Edmunds
Thursday [0 September
9.30am  Eucharist (CW) All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
6.00pm  Adoration and Benediction St John’s, Bury St Edmunds
Friday |1 September
5.15pm  Evening Prayer (CW) St John’s, Bury St Edmunds
6.00pm  Eucharist (CW) St John’s, Bury St Edmunds

Saturday 12 September

SUNDAY |3 September |5th Sunday after Trinity Creationtide

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) Culford
8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
9.30am  Holy Communion (CW) St George’s, Bury St Edmunds
9.30am  Holy Communion (CW) All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
10.00am  Eucharist (CW) Fornham St Martin
10.00am  Eucharist (CW) Lackford

[1.00am  Sung Eucharist (CW) St John's, Bury St Edmunds



Commissioning Service

There is a Commissioning Service for Ordinands
at the Cathedral on Sunday |3 September at 3.30pm.
The Lark Valley and North Bury Team Ministry's
Gina Robertson
is amongst those to be commissioned.

All are welcome!

Woas everyone barking at
Timworth on Sunday afternoon?



NO - they were very
well behaved indeed.

.
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As part of the celebrations
at St Edmund King and Martyr,

Bury St Edmunds, we are holding a
‘Golden Jubilee Flower Festival’
|| The event will be opened by . " &Y
Cllr Donna Higgins, Mayor g -\

of Bury St Edmunds Town Council
on Saturday 5th September 2026, |

at 11am.

-
S
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& Enjoy the floral displays from
up to 30 local groups,

53 plus live background music,
& church tours,
and a photographic exhibition
in the Crypt.
: Refreshments will be available.

ALLCWELCOME

Time: Saturday 5th - 11am - 4pm
Sunday 6th - 12.30pm - 4pm
Monday 7th - 11am - 3.30pm




The
Wonder Club

Story
Wondering
Craft
Prayer
Cake

St Lawrence
Lackford
Sunday

6th September
at 3pm



CAPTION COMPETITION RESULT

The judges got a real kick out of this week's entries

Make do and mend? Hmm, maybe not! Janet Hayward

Andy regretted not polishing up his spats ready
for the pilgrimage. Valerie Wilde

These boots were made for walking ...
but did one step too far. Janet Hayward

"St John's have always had problems around
who sleeps in their porch." Lesley Langley

These shoes were made for dancing ... oops! Thought
they were embroidered satin with patent toes!! Tish Nicoll

John Brown's boots are polished so fine;
pity about the Rector's! Janet Hayward

Andy now realised on a pilgrimage, unlike being led through
the wilderness, shoes can and do wear out. Gina Robertson
(featuring erudite reference to Deuteronomy 29.5)

And the winner is Stephanie Gooding with:
"Been there, Done that, Got the Gorilla tape.”



Habitats

Saturday, 12" September 2026
2-4pm at St Lawrence, Lackford

Calling all Lackford and wider benefice residents!
Please join our working party to help make our
churchyard more wildlife friendly.

Throughout the afternoon, we will be working on
providing the following habitats: barn owl box; bug
hotel; invertebrate slabs; compost heap. Adults and
children welcome! Pallets, crates, and any other
useful materials gratefully received. Please wear
suitable outdoor clothing and footwear.

Towards the end of the afternoon, we will have a
blessing of the new wildlife areas, and tea and cake
for the helpers.



CAFE

Saturday September
26th

10am -12 noon
Culford Village Hall

Savouries and cakes.
Tea and coffee
Jigsaw puzzle swap

Donations gratefully
received for Lackford St
Lawrence church




CAPTION

COMPETITION

A choice of fairtrade wine

or chocolate awaits the person
who can contribute the
winning caption for this
photograph.

Please send your entries

by Tuesday 8" September

to the Viral Bulletin at
adrian.mann(@btinternet.com

il

Contacts

Revd Dr Andy Miller .... 01284 728714  teamrectorlvnb@btinternet.com
Revd Ali Miller ............... 01284 728714 teamvicarlvhb@btinternet.com
Team Office .....uueun........ 01284 700400 NBTLVB@outlook.com

We also have assistance from our Curate, Jonathan Boast, our Assistant Priest,
Sarah Gull, and from priests within the benefice who have permission to officiate.

Please don't forget ...

to let Julie Hooton NBTLVB@outlook.com
and the 'Viral Bulletin' adrian.mann@btinternet.com
have news and details of events which have happened
as well as events which are coming up at your church.
And your photographs are always welcome, but please don't forget to
ask permission of those who may therefore appear in the Viral Bulletin.
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