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'Hello, I live opposite the monastery.'

Mirfield, West Yorkshire
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5th Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 18.1-10a

Colossians 1.15-28

Luke 10.38-end

Martha and Mary
Speaking, as I do, as one of nature's Marthas, my initial reaction is to feel that
this passage from Luke is a bit hard on her. Why should Mary loll around
while Martha does all the work? Isn't that so unfair?
Let's think about something else: the famous ancient story from the book of
Genesis about God's visit to Abraham and Sarah at the oaks of Mamre.
Abraham is also lolling about - it's hot (we know what that's like) and he's
sitting in the shade at the entrance to his tent. He looks up, and sees three
men standing nearby. Rapidly he switches from Mary-mode to Martha- mode.
In spite of the heat he rushes out to greet them. His deep bow is a sign of
respect, part of a great tradition of hospitality, arising out of a nomadic
culture, crucial in a terrain and a climate which could be hostile and austere.
You must welcome strangers and offer hospitality, for otherwise they may
die. So Abraham offers his guests water, the washing of feet, some bread.
So far, so good.
Now let's notice what's strange about this story. It's very striking that we're
told that, in all of this, God is appearing to Abraham. Is God one of the three
men, or present in all three of them? Although there are three figures,
Abraham addresses them in the singular. 'My Lord', he says. But we are told
that they reply - that's plural. Is Abraham addressing just one of them when
he uses the singular? Or is he addressing all three of them? It really is no
wonder that this text has often been used by the Christian Church to speak of
the Trinity.
And notice how, although Abraham's offer is simply a little water and a little
bread, we realise that this is a huge understatement when we find out what
he does next. He goes into supercharged Martha-mode. Issuing orders for
making cakes. Having a calf slaughtered, prepared and cooked for his guests
(surely this is not a quick process?). It's hardly a quick snack to see them on
their way. Does Abraham know he is dealing with God, or is it just us, those
hearing the story, who know?
As a good host, Abraham attends to his guests while they eat. Not joining in
the meal with them, he waits patiently for them to finish. Attentive

conversation is also a part of hospitality - they initiate it and Abraham listens.
Strikingly they ask after Sarah, who is inside and unseen, but lurking closely
enough to hear what is going on, and they tell Abraham that she will bear a
son. The lectionary cuts the story off there, but it's well worth reading on in
your Bible to find out more.
Back to Martha and Mary. When Jesus arrives in their village, Martha
welcomes him into her home. The events that follow are a sort of acted
parable on the theme of hospitality, with Martha bustling about doing this
and that, and Mary just sitting there doing nothing ... nothing, that is, but
listen.
It's a brief story, and there is plenty of space for us to fill in the details if we
want. Are they the sort of couple who both say they'd like the other one to be
different but really need things to be just the way they are? Does Martha
enjoy having a whinge, to the point of lumbering an important guest with the
minor irritations of her relationship with her sister? Even asking that guest
to adjudicate on her behalf? We might notice the contrast between the way
Martha speaks of Mary - rudely referring to her namelessly as 'my sister' - and
Jesus's peace-making, kindly yet firm, reply: 'Martha, Martha ...'
We often think of the two sisters as exemplifying two contrasting ways of
following Jesus, we might call them the contemplative and the activist, with
Jesus coming down on the side of the contemplative. But that is not entirely
what Luke is trying to get across. He uses the same word for Martha's serving
('tasks' in our translation) that he uses when describing the appointment of
the first seven deacons in the Acts of the Apostles. So he is not saying it is a
bad thing to do. It's more about the hospitality, the situation and due (or lack
of) attentiveness to it.
Jesus is there. Jesus is speaking. He is their guest. Mary is listening with full
attention. But Martha is fussing about, even trying to suck Jesus into her own
grumpy mindset. It's clear who's got it right, as Jesus firmly points out. And,
if we think about it, it's also clear what the implications are for us.
We need to take time to be silent and attentive to Jesus. To absorb what he has
to say to us in word and in sacrament.
In word.
In the creation, which is God's primary word in action and the very ground of
our reality. In the Bible. In the writings of those who teach us about the faith.
In our encounters with others, those given to us by God, whether welcome to
us or not, whether expected or surprising. Our prayer should not just, or even
mainly, be like Martha: telling Jesus what we want him to do for us, as if he

did not already know our needs. But it should involve simple and profound
listening, like Mary, at Jesus's feet.
In sacrament.
We should also be attentive to him and absorb him in the Eucharist. The
stories of Abraham and Sarah by the oaks of Mamre and of Martha and Mary
having Jesus as guest in their home come to us out of the ancient middle
eastern tradition of hospitality. Martha has quite a bit to learn about the
attentiveness of true hospitality. Jesus uses that tradition of table fellowship
as a focal point of his ministry. Eating and drinking with all sorts and
conditions, even ... especially ... with those who are outcast, rejected or
despised.
In the sacrament of the Eucharist Jesus offers us that hospitality taken to its
ultimate conclusion. This is where he calls us to him, where he is really
present for us and where he allows us to absorb his very being into ourselves.
We must sit as his feet, pay full attention, and listen.
Adrian Mann
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SERVICES WEEK BEGINNING 17 JULY

5th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 17 July
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
Lackford
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
9.30am
Parish Communion (CW)
St George's, Bury St Edmunds
9.30am
Matins (BCP)
Timworth
10.00am
worship@weststow
West Stow
10.00am
Eucharist (CW)
Fornham All Saints
10.30am
worship@allsaints with Holy Baptism
All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
11.00am
Parish Eucharist (CW)
St John's, Bury St Edmunds
Monday 18 July Elizabeth Ferrar, deaconess, founder Community of St Andrew, 1883
Tuesday 19 July Gregory, bishop, and Macrina, deaconess, c394 & c397
8.30am
Morning Prayer (CW)
St George's, Bury St Edmunds
10.00am
Eucharist (CW)
Fornham St Martin
6.00pm
A Quiet Space: Meditation
St John's, Bury St Edmunds
Wednesday 20 July Margaret of Antioch, martyr, 4th cent,

Bartolomé de las Casas, Apostle to the Indies, 1566

8.30am
9.30am
5.00pm

Morning Prayer (CW)
Solemn Eucharist (CW)
Evening Prayer (CW)

Thursday 21 July
9.30am
Eucharist (BCP)

St John's, Bury St Edmunds
St John's, Bury St Edmunds
St George's, Bury St Edmunds
All Saints', Bury St Edmunds

Friday 22 July Mary Magdalene, Apostle to the Apostles
7.30am
Solemn Eucharist (CW)
St John's, Bury St Edmunds
Saturday 23 July Bridget, abbess, 1373
6th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 24 July
8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am
Parish Communion (CW)
9.30am
Parish Communion (CW)
10.00am
Eucharist (CW)
10.00am
Eucharist (CW)
11.00am
Parish Eucharist (CW)
12noon
Holy Communion (BCP)
3.00pm
Pet Service

All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
All Saints', Bury St Edmunds
St George's, Bury St Edmunds
Fornham St Martin
Culford
St John's, Bury St Edmunds
Flempton
Lackford

LIVE-STREAMED WORSHIP
The Parish Eucharist is usually live-streamed from St John's on Sundays at 11am on
Facebook @StJohnsBSE and is later posted onto our website www.northburychurches.org.uk

CHURCH on ZOOM
Our Zoom Service is at 11am on the second Sunday of each month. All are welcome.
Please email clairerose1953@gmail.com to receive the link

The Loving Earth Textile Project
The Loving Earth panels have been
made by a wide range of people in a
number of countries. By focusing on
creating an image of something or
someone in the world that they love,
people are led to think about climate
change in a personal way that need
not overwhelm them.
The results are colourful, joyful and
thought provoking. See the website
https://lovingearth-project.uk

Panels will be on display in
St Edmundsbury Cathedral Cloisters

from Tuesday 30 August to Friday 9 September 2022
Monday - Friday 10.00am-5.30pm
Saturday
10.00am-4.00pm
Sunday
12.30pm-3.00pm

and also at
The Old School Café, St John's Street
(next to St John's Church)

from Monday 15 August to Friday 9 September 2022
Monday - Friday 10.00am-2.00pm
Loving Earth Project exhibitions are supported by the Quaker Arts Network,
the Westhill Endowment, the Edith M. Ellis Trust and the Southall Trust.
Locally: www.burystedmundsquakers.org.uk

The organisers are in need of stewards to help the public visitors who may wish to view the
exhibition. Those who might consider joining the rota will be given full information about the project
so that they can answer any questions and can enjoy viewing the textile panels themselves.
If you wish to take part, please email alison_dixon@talk21.com

EDUCATIONAL GRANTS

News from Julie Hooton

Moving into further education can be expensive and often this potential
financial burden can put young people off from really following their
dreams.
If you live within one of our parishes, you might be able to apply for one of
these educational grants. Please see the new page on our website which
outlines three potential grant schemes.
https://www.northburychurches.org.uk/educationaltrusts

Test your knowledge at St George’s

QUIZ NIGHT
including a
Ploughman’s Supper
at

The Anselm Centre, Anselm Avenue,
Bury St Edmunds, IP32 6JY
on
Saturday 23rd July
at 6.30pm for 7.00pm start
at only £6.00 per person
(Please bring your own choice of drinks)

You are welcome in teams (max 6)
or individually to make up teams
Please book with Jim Stott 01284 768714 or
Maz Callaby 01284 767758
Reg charity XN42173

Don't forget ...
... to let Julie Hooton NBTLVB@outlook.com
and the 'Viral Bulletin' adrian.mann@btinternet.com
have details of events which have happened
and events coming up at your church.

