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2nd Sunday before Advent 
 

Malachi 4:1-2a    Psalm 98   2 Thessalonians 3:6-13    Luke 21:5-19 

Not One Stone Will Be Left 
We likely all have buildings special to us.  For many of us it might be the 

church in our village.  Some of us may feel spirits raise when we catch sight 

of St John’s spire or the Sugar Beet Factory, you know you’re nearly home.  
 

 
Photo (detail): thanks to Simon Bendall 

 

Perhaps we are drawn to the Italianate Rotunda at Ickworth, or the 

Crooked House in Lavenham.  Heck it could even be Portman Road, 

hallowed turf for Ipswich fans, or maybe it is something beyond the local - 

but wherever/whatever, these buildings and places mean something to us, 

have something about them, and we hold them dear.  
 

At the beginning of Luke’s Gospel set for today, we learn of talk of the 

Temple – its beauty and preciousness with its things dedicated to God.  A 

holy space. 
 

Now some years ago when on placement in a pit village in Durham, I 

preached on St Mark’s equivalent of this Gospel.  You must understand that 

I cannot overstate how much the locals loved Durham Cathedral and had a 

sense of ownership and pride about it.   
 

Anyway, that morning I spoke about the Cathedral: I asked them to imagine 

Jesus standing outside on Palace Green, looking up at those giant grey 

hallowed stones, and saying ‘do you see all these stones?  The days will 

come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown 

down.’   
 



To my shock, a woman audibly gasped in horror and looked positively 

stricken at the thought that the Cathedral might fall.  Her response helped 

to make the point though – and we did laugh afterwards.  But you see, what 

Jesus says is shocking. 
 

And as the people and disciples respond with ‘Teacher, when will this be?’, 

Jesus uses it as an entry point to talk about all manner of uncomfortable 

things that will occur before the end times, though he adds ‘do not be 

terrified’.  Er well, we’ll try. 

This is all part of a great section, a great list of dreadful things that Jesus 

foretells will happen before the future coming of the Son of Man, or in other 

words, Jesus’ return. 
 

St Luke and Malachi (the latter provides our first reading set for the day) 

really do prime us for the almost-here season of Advent.  This genre of 

writing is apocalyptic literature, centred on the end times and the coming 

‘Day of the Lord’ and a feature of such is that it does have a touch of the 

dramatic.  
 

For the first readers of Luke’s Gospel, hearing Jesus’s words would have cut 

deep.  They were already living or had experienced some of what Jesus 

spoke about: 30ish years after Jesus’s death and resurrection, the temple 

and Jerusalem were destroyed in AD 70 and Luke is estimated to have 

written his Gospel anywhere from then to twenty years later.  Plus the early 

followers were more than aware that persecution for the Christian faith was 

real.  Dangerous violent times. 
 

But for all the scary sounding stuff, Jesus still offered hope.  Not for nothing 

did folk think that Malachi’s mention of a ‘Sun of Righteousness’ referred to 

Jesus, the one who rises with healing in his wings, who will bring, ultimately, 

transformation across the whole earth, a global healing.   
 

For the time being, those early Christians were to be vigilant, pray, and keep 

living the Kingdom values now - the ones Jesus spoke of and described in his 

stories and encounters.  Live as people of hope and hope will emerge. 
 

In fact, just last week, many of us will have taken part in an Act of 

Commitment as part of a Remembrance Sunday service.  Pledging ourselves 

afresh to responsible living and faithful service, which is an act of hope.  



 

Hope is a precious commodity and not to be glossed over.  Hope needs to 

be cultivated when we still live in a world beset with violence and inequality, 

oppression and conflict, with destruction of homes, buildings, lives.  This is 

our reality. 
 

This is now.  The prophet Malachi refers to the arrogant and evildoers 

becoming stubble, again hyperbolic language, yet we do see something of 

hubris and ignorance from several major world leaders and individuals who 

are bewilderingly rich, some of which fuels instability and certainly inequality. 

These are interesting times. 
 

Now around three years ago the artist Banksy left murals in Ukraine, at 

least one of which was incorporated into the damaged structure of a 

building; you might recall that one of the murals was of a smallish child 

performing a Judo move and throwing down to the floor a big older man 

who looked very like the Russian president Vladimir Putin (and Putin is a 

black belt).  
 

In a foretaste of Advent readings to come, such art calls to mind Mary’s 

song, the Magnificat and the line ‘he has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, and lifted up the lowly’. 
 

Mary’s Son, Jesus, kickstarted the Kingdom of God being a reality to us here 

on earth: it is both here and not yet fully here.  This is a Kingdom which 

turns everything on its head, where the weak are strong, where those with 

plenty share so that no-one goes without, where compassion abounds and 

we truly love our neighbour, where the Prince of Peace reigns.  This is a 

Kingdom that knows and lives and deals in hope. 
 

In these turbulent times, we pray and pray hard that Christ’s Kingdom will 

come on earth as it is in heaven, and that Christ’s light will shine into all the 

dark places on this earth and will illuminate and transfigure hardened and 

violent hearts into loving and compassionate ones. 
 

May we feel the draughts of Christ’s healing as the Sun of Righteousness 

beats his wings over our earth and let peace and justice herald a wind of 

change, a zephyr of hope in the unjust and troubled places of this world. 

Mother Ali 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Lark Valley and North Bury Churches ~ Kingdom Season 

SERVICES WEEK BEGINNING 16 NOVEMBER 
SUNDAY  16 November   2nd Sunday before Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)                                 All Saints', Bury St Edmunds 

  9.30am  Holy Communion (CW)  Thanksgiving Sunday                       
St George’s, Bury St Edmunds  

  9.30am Matins (BCP)                                                                      Timworth 

10.00am Said Eucharist (CW)                                                               West Stow  

10.00am Eucharist                                                                 Fornham All Saints  

10.30am  All Age Worship                                            All Saints’, Bury St Edmunds  

11.00am  Sung Eucharist (CW)  Thanksgiving Sunday         St John's, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Monday   17  November   Hugh, bishop, 1200 
 

Tuesday   18  November   Elizabeth, princess, philanthropist, 1231 

10.00am Eucharist (CW)                                                       Fornham St Martin  

  6.00pm Quiet Space                                         St John's, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Wednesday   19 November  Hilda, abbess, 680;  Mechtild, béguine, mystic, 1280 

  8.30am Morning Prayer (CW)                                      St John’s, Bury St Edmunds 

  9.30am Eucharist (CW)                                               St John’s, Bury St Edmunds 

  5.00pm Evening Prayer (CW)                                  St George’s, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Thursday   20 November   Edmund, king, martyr, 870 

Priscilla Lydia Sellon, a restorer of the religious life in the Church of England, 1876 

  9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)                                All Saints’, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Friday   21 November    

  5.15pm Evening Prayer (CW)                                       St John’s, Bury St Edmunds 

  6.00pm Eucharist (CW)                                           St John’s, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Saturday   22 November   Cecilia, martyr, c230 
 

SUNDAY  23 November  Christ the King  Sunday next before Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)                                 All Saints', Bury St Edmunds 

  9.30am  Holy Communion (CW)                St George’s, Bury St Edmunds 

  9.30am  Holy Communion (CW)                  All Saints', Bury St Edmunds  
10.00am Eucharist (CW)                                                                  Culford  

10.00am Eucharist (CW)                                                       Fornham St Martin  

11.00am  Sung Eucharist (CW)                    St John's, Bury St Edmunds 

12 noon Holy Communion (BCP)                  Flempton 

 



Remembrance Sunday at Fornham All Saints  

 
John Grinham reports: A beautiful bright morning for the Remembrance 

Service at the War Memorial at Fornham All Saints encouraged over 40 

people to gather for the brief Service led by Rev Andrew Miller. Four 

wreaths were presented to the Memorial cross. 

   
Afterwards people continued into the church for some delightful 

"Remembrance" cakes.  Tony Mayhew played a recording of him playing the 

Last Post at the service at The Cenotaph when he was a teenager.  Then 

Gillian Grinham read her poem "Young Lives" to be presented to Grenville 

Scoulding,  grandson of Samuel Scoulding who died in the 1st World War. 

Another occasion much appreciated by all those attending. 
 



     
 

    



From the Registers 
 

Holy Baptism 
14th September  Maeva Fox                St Mary’s, Culford 

21st September   Henry Williams         St Mary’s, Culford 

28th September   Bramwell Rogers              All Saints', Bury St Edmunds 

28th September  Poppy Childs                                  St Mary’s, Culford 

5th October   Adelaide Day           St Mary’s, West Stow 

2nd November  Persephone Brando                  St Lawrence, Lackford 

 

Wedding Blessing 
26th September  Mr and Mrs Tooke        St George’s, Bury St Edmunds 

1st November       Jordane and Daniel Akers    St John Lateran, Hengrave 

 

Funerals 
17th September    Geoffrey Clarke               All Saints', Bury St Edmunds 

followed by West Suffolk Crematorium 
 

25th September   Brenda Harris            West Suffolk Crematorium 
 

1st October   Robert Sutton         St Mary’s, Culford 

followed by burial in the churchyard 
 

6th October    Jesse Allen                        West Suffolk Crematorium 
 

16th October   Christopher Banham         All Saints', Bury St Edmunds 

followed by burial in the Borough Cemetery 
 

27th October    Kathleen Siddall                  West Suffolk Crematorium 
 

10th November  Lionel Pettitt                               St Mary’s, Culford 

followed by burial in the churchyard 



Remembrance Sunday at Fornham St Martin 

  
David Yates reports:  These photos from Heather Long show our 

Remembrance Service at the War Memorial in the churchyard, after the 

initial service in church.  Wreaths were laid by Sylvia Hilton for the church, 

and Brandon Mahon for the parish council. 

The names of the village’s 15 fallen, as listed on the War Memorial, were 

read out as ‘’We will remember them’’ together with their ages and army 

rank, to make clear how young so many were, just 19–23 typically. 

After the 2 minutes silence we enjoyed the sound of our newly restored 

bells ringing out over the village, such a glorious way to mark and be able to 

join this national commemoration again, now. 
  

 



Remembrance 
a poem by Beryl Dykes 

'We will remember them' 

We hear the cry 

Beneath the cold November sky. 

Around memorials in the land 

People in village, town and city stand 

Remembering those who died in war 

While children wonder what it's for. 

As grim-faced men, wearing medals bright 

Explain to them the sound and sight 

Of battles past and how men fought 

To give them life, and how we ought 

To remember all names written there 

And also those who still need our care. 
 

 



     
 

 



St John’s Church 
St John's Street    Bury St Edmunds    IP33 1SN 

 

 

ADVENT 

CAROL 

SERVICE 
 

 

Sunday 7 December 

at 5pm 
 

Candlelit procession, carols 

and seasonal refreshments 
 

All are welcome 
 

Lark Valley and North Bury Churches 

 



    
 

 
 

  

David  

Honeyball's  

special  

birthday ... 
 

         ... was the cause of CAKE and  

warm congratulations at St John's on 

Sunday morning - an opportunity to 

show appreciation to him for all that 

he does in support of worship in the 

church throughout the year. 

And it very soon became clear that 

Paul was also looking forward to a 

birthday very soon, so it's also ... 

Happy Birthday 

Paul as well !!! 



Wonder  
Club 

 

 

St Lawrence     
Lackford 

 

 

14th December 
 3pm 

Story 
Wondering 
Christingle 

Craft 
Prayer 

Cake 
 

 



 
 

St John's, Bury St Edmunds is presenting a lecture on M. R. James, the 

influential early twentieth century writer of ghost stories, at 6pm on Friday 

12 December.   
 

Francis Young will discuss the interplay between James's commitment to the 

Christian faith, his distinguished academic and antiquarian career, and his 

original and striking literary contribution. 
 

Francis Young is a historian and folklorist who was born and brought up 

in Bury St Edmunds.  He is the author of over 20 nonfiction books including 

Twilight of the Godlings and Silence of the Gods, as well as a couple of 

collections of ghost stories.  He lives in Peterborough and is a lay canon of 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral, a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, and an 

editor for Cambridge University Press, as well as a Reader in the Church of 

England. 
 

      M. R. James (1862-1936) also had strong  

      connections with Bury St Edmunds and the  

      surrounding area.  From 1865 to 1909 his family 

      home was the Rectory in Great Livermere, and 

      Suffolk was the setting for several of his stories.   
       

      He was educated at Eton and Cambridge and in 

      a distinguished career went on to become the 

      Director of the Fitzwilliam Museum, Provost of 

      King's College, Cambridge and of Eton College, 

and Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge University.  He was admitted to the 

Order of Merit in 1930. 
 

James's considerable body of medievalist scholarly work, which is still highly 

regarded, included the discovery in 1903 of the previously lost burial places 

of the abbots of Bury St Edmunds Abbey. 
 

Francis Young 

Terrors made flesh: 

M. R. James and the theology  

of the Christmas ghost story 
 

 



Nevertheless, James is most well-known for his ghost stories, which were 

published in a series of collections, and often took the form of Christmas 

entertainments.   
 

These stories avoided the gothic excess which had hitherto prevailed.        

He said: "Two ingredients most valuable in the concocting of a ghost story 

are, to me, the atmosphere and the nicely managed crescendo. ... Let us, 

then,  be introduced to the actors in a placid way; let us see them going 

about their ordinary business, undisturbed by forebodings, pleased with 

their surroundings; and into this calm environment let the ominous thing  

put out its head, unobtrusively at first, and then more insistently, until it 

holds the stage." 
 

James has many admirers and influenced many other authors, including 

Stephen King, who discusses him in his 1981 non-fiction book Danse 

Macabre. 
 

"There are some authors one wished one had never read in order to have 

the joy of reading them for the first time. For me, M. R. James is one of 

these."   Ruth Rendell 
 

"The strength of M. R. James' writing has come to be the benchmark by which 

all modern ghost stories are judged."   James Morton-Haworth 
 

"... the foremost writer of the genre, still arguably unsurpassed." 

Adam Scovell 

 

Friday 12 December 2025 at 6pm 

Admission £10 + 10% booking fee 
 

Tickets from We Got Tickets at 

https://wegottickets.com/event/677163 
 

or contact 
  

Adrian Mann on 01284 753984 or at 

adrian.mann@btinternet.com 
 

For further information please contact: 

The Revd Ali Miller on 01284 728714 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://wegottickets.com/event/677163


CAPTION COMPETITION 
A choice of fairtrade wine or chocolate awaits the person who can provide   

the winning caption for this exciting photograph of a hole in the ground. 
 

 
 

Please send your entries by Tuesday 18th November  

to the Viral Bulletin at adrian.mann@btinternet.com 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Contacts                             
Revd Dr Andy Miller .... 01284 728714      teamrectorlvnb@btinternet.com    

Revd Ali Miller ............... 01284 728714      teamvicarlvnb@btinternet.com 

Team Office ..................... 01284 700400      NBTLVB@outlook.com    

We also have assistance from priests within  

the benefice who have permission to officiate. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please don't forget ...   
to let Julie Hooton   NBTLVB@outlook.com    

and the 'Viral Bulletin'   adrian.mann@btinternet.com    

have news and details of events which have happened  

as well as events which are coming up at your church. 

And your photographs are always welcome, especially those suitable for  

the Caption Competition, which can have a high value on the art market. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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